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				Brunswick County Courthouse

				Historic Southport, NC

				Created with Grungetastic for Mac
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				Linda Monroe-Ward, LMW Digital Art

				“No great artist ever sees things as they really are. If he did, he would cease to be an artist.” Oscar Wilde

				I love photography. I love architecture. And I love to create art from my photography. I bought my first copy of PhotoShop back in 1998, and I have been in love with it ever since. But, over the years I have found more soft-ware applications that I have added to my arsenal of tools to to get creative with. I’m an old lady now, and when I think back on the things in my life, I can say that I have treasured my sewing machine, knitting machines, cam-eras, and the computer. Houses and jewels don’t thrill me. I realize now that these things were important to me because I could be creative with them.
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				Signs at Fishy Fishy Restaurant

				Historic Southport, NC

				Create with On1’s Perfect Photo Suite 9

			

		

		
			
				Where do I start? How do I end?

				Once, I have downloaded the images to my computer, I open them in PhotoShop to crop, adjust the color and tone, and save them as flattened images to send to other software to create magic on them. Of course, I archive the layered versions. 

				Once I have created the artistic effects on the images, I usually bring them back into PhotoShop to adjust color and tones as needed. The last step is to resize the images for various output and save them in the appropriate formats for print, apps, ePublishing, and web.
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				Barn Window with Insulators

				Created with Grungetastic

			

		

		
			
				Grungetastic

				I found this app in the Apple store more recently for just $9.99. This image and the one found on page 24 were both created in Grungetastic. You can find 140 different effects that can be customized. If you want a clean image, this is not the app for you. Sometimes, I just want images to look messy! This app is very user-friendly.
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				Hanging Rock State Park NC

				Created with Aurora HDR Pro

			

		

		
			
				Aurora HDR Pro and PhotoMatix

				Aurora HDR Pro is a new app that just came out recently. For several years I have been following Trey Ratcliff’s work with HDR photography and processing. So, I was very pleased when he created this app. Aurora HDR Pro will give you beautiful HDR effects on your photos. The price is $99, but it is well worth it. http://aurorahdr.com/

				PhotoMatix has been my standby for HDR processing for quite a few years. I bought it when Trey Ratcliff had a coupon for it. I still love it! The newest version has a lot of really great effects. The price is $99 for the Pro version and $39 for the Essentials version. http://www.hdrsoft.com/

			

		

		
			
				On1 Photo 10

				This is one of my favorite apps for creating beautiful colors in my images. I have the Pro version, but you can download and use the fully-functional free On1 Effects Standard Edition found on the website. Once you have tried it with your photos, you will love it! The Pro version is actually several apps together including Photo, Enhance, Effects, Portrait, Perfect Resize, and Browse. The possibilities are unlimited. Price $119https://www.on1.com/
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						Cane Creek County Park

						On1 Photo 10 Pro
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						Carl Sandburg Nat’l Historic Site

						On1 Photo 10 Pro
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				Click on image to see larger view
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				PostWorkshop

				One of the favorite apps is PostWorkshop. Art can be created by using one of over 300 built-in styles all of which can be edited and layered to create much more. Or this app can be used to paint free-hand. The website is awesome in that there are very helpful video tutorials and lots of inspira-tion. The cost is $120 and you can install it on PC or Mac. I have used this software since it first came out and found it to be well worth the money.http://www.postworkshop.net/

			

		

		
			
				FX Photo Studio

				This app can be found in the Apple store for $11.99 (the version I use) or $19.99 for Pro (the version I want!). I have used this app a lot for sketch effects, both in color and black & white. But there are over 170 effects and filters that can be customized. I have found this app to be very user-friendly.

			

		

		
			
				
					
						Yacht Basin Provisions Co, Southport NCCreated with FX Photo Studio
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						Oasis, Monroe NCCreated with FX Photo Studio
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				Other Awesome Software I Use

				Corel Painter, Studio Artist, Great Photo Pro, Big Aperture, and others.

			

		

		
			
				Hebron UMC Church, Monroe NCCreated with Big Aperture
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						SweeTea’s Bakery & Tea Room, Monroe NCCreated with PostWorkshop
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						First Presbyterian Church, Wadesboro NCCreated with PostWorkshop
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						Pilot House, Southport NCCreated with PostWorkshop
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